
The Monk Strikes Back  

 



The Roman Catholic Church dominated Europe during 

the Middle Ages. They controlled politics, economics, 

and people’s spiritual life. Nobody questioned the 

church… until the Black Plague. 

  



“Where is God?” People asked. “Where is the Church 

to protect us?” Millions died. People started to point 

fingers at the church officials. They lived good lives. 

They collected tithes, which is money everyone paid 

to the church. They answered to no one… only to 

Rome. 

 

 



Many Catholic priests hated the Roman Catholic 

tradition of indulgences. They said it was against 

Jesus’ teachings. Indulgences were certificates you 

could buy. They freed you from sins. So, you could do 

horrible things, but if you had money, all was forgiven. 

  



 

Rewrite 

 

The Roman Catholic Church only controlled people’s 

spiritual life. 

 

The Black Plague strengthened people’s faith in the 

Roman Catholic Church. 

 

  



 

Complete 

 

What are tithes? 

 

What are indulgences? 

 

Complete 

 

Why did people hate indulgences?  

 



Meanwhile, a small group of people became very rich 

with global trade. They formed a new social class: the 

merchant class. They had different values: They were 

secular. They didn’t need the Roman Catholic church 

to tell them what to do. They were big in Italy. 

 



The secular merchant class embraced the values of 

the Renaissance. They embraced secularism, 

individualism, and humanism. For the first time in a 

long time, the Catholic Church wasn’t the only power 

in Europe. 

  



Rewrite 

 

The merchant class supported the Catholic Church. 

 

The merchant class was religious. 

 

The merchant class embraced scholasticism. 

 

 

 

 



The poor people stayed strongly Catholic, but they 

started to become more educated. Before, they 

couldn’t read the bible. Only the priests could read it, 

because it was written in Latin. They didn’t speak Latin. 

  



Thomas Gutenberg invented the Printing Press. They 

started printing the bible in their own languages. In 

England, the bible was in English. In France, the bible 

was in French. 

  



The first thing to be printed was the bible. The bible 

was printed in the vernacular, which is the language 

of the people. French, German, Dutch, and English… 

people read the bible for the first time. This caused 

the growth of literacy, or the ability to read. 



Rewrite 

Martin Luther invented the printing press. 

 

The printing press increased illiteracy. 

 

The first book printed was the Almanac. 

 

The bible was published in the vehicular for the first 

time. Common people could read it.  



 

The time was right for a change. People had their 

selfish reasons for being angry with the church. 

 

The Merchants were angry that the church didn’t let 

them collect interest. Interest is money that you get 

for loaning someone money. It is a great way to make 

money without doing any work. They wanted the 

Catholic Church to allow usury. 

  



The church 

prohibited usury 

because Jesus 

kicked out the 

money lenders.  

 

It seemed like the 

obvious thing to 

do.  



The kings, queens, princes, dukes, and counts in 

England, France, and Germany didn’t like Italians. The 

Italians dominated the Roman Catholic Church. Italy 

wasn’t even powerful anymore, but Italian domination 

remained.  



The Italians dominated 

the papacy (pope) so 

much that Lorenzo de 

Medeci, a famous rich 

Italian dude, was able 

to buy the papacy.  



Complete 

 

1. What is usury? 

 

2. Who supported usury? 

 

3. Who was against usury? 

 

4. Who dominated the papacy?  



The Roman Catholic Church was too powerful. It had 

great political power. And it was corrupt. The church 

had a practice that many priests really hated. They 

sold indulgences. An indulgence is like a certificate 

that you buy that frees you of sin. People felt this was 

against what Jesus taught.  

 

Complete 

 

1.  What is an indulgence?  



The biggest dissenters were real Catholic priests. 

Dissenter means someone who is against a common 

practice.  

 

John Wycliffe dissented. He argued that the bible 

needs to be in the vernacular. He emphasized that the 

most important thing is knowing the bible, NOT being 

loyal to the church.  

  



Jan Huss supported Wycliffe’s ideas. He loudly spoke 

against the church. He was excommunicated and 

burned.  

 

Complete 

 

1. What is a dissenter? 

 

2.  Who are Jan Huss and John Wycliffe?  

They are two ______________________ 

  



  

So, the Reformation began as an attempt to reform 

the Roman Catholic Church. And it was by priests who 

opposed what they perceived as false doctrines and 

ecclesiastic malpractice. False doctrines means wrong 

ideas. Ecclesiastical malpractice means popes and 

priests doing bad things. 

Complete 

 

What are false doctrines? 

What is ecclesiastical malpractice? 

 



The Reformation really started with Martin Luther. 

Martin Luther was a German monk. He had a big 

problem with the idea that you can pay money and 

become free of your sins, which is called indulgences. 

  



Luther believed that the church had nothing to do 

with salvation. Salvation means being saved. Paying 

money to the church doesn’t save you, he argued, but 

knowing the bible and god does. His argument is: 

“Salvation by faith in Jesus Christ alone.” 

 

 



“Salvation by faith in Jesus Christ alone” is the most 

important tenet of Protestant churches. These 

churches came from Luther’s fight or schism with the 

church. All churches like Anglican, Lutheran, 

Evangelical, and Baptist come from this tradition. 

 

 



The moment that Protestantism was born was when 

Luther “nailed the 95 theses to his door.” He wrote 

down a long list of problems he had with Catholic 

Church, and posted it in public for everyone to see. 

The Catholic Church excommunicated him for this. 

Martin Luther founded the Protestant movement. 

 

  



Rewrite 

Martin Luther loved indulgences. 

The central idea of Protestantism is salvation through 

indulgences.  

Martin Luther founded Catholicism. 

 

Complete 

What are some churches that came from 

Protestantism? 

What did Luther nail to the door?  



True or False  

 

___ Martin Luther supported the Catholic Church. 

 

___ Martin Luther was a rich merchant. 

 

___ Indulgences were a popular practice. 

 

___ The 95 Theses were a show of support for the 

Catholic Church.  



There were divisions. People didn’t agree with Luther 

or the Roman Catholic Church. One major division 

was the Calvinist tradition. Calvinists follow John 

Calvin. 



  



John Calvin believed in predestination. He believed 

that God chose a group of people to go to heaven. 

They are the elect. You can tell who these people are 

because they are doing good deeds and living a good 

life. They were hard workers: they had a strong work 

ethic. 

 



Calvinism became very popular in Northern Europe. 

Soon, there were two groups: Lutherans and Calvinists. 

These groups divided even more into Presbyterians, 

Baptists, Anglicans, etc. 

  



 

Rewrite 

 

Everyone agreed with Luther. 

 

John Calvin believed in transubstantiation. 

 

Predestination means that everyone goes to heaven. 

 

Calvinists emphasized laziness and relaxation. 

 

Calvinism became popular in Southern Europe. 



The Reformation grew fast. People left the Catholic 

Church and joined the Protestant movement. Soon, 

Europe was divided into two: Catholic versus 

Protestant. They will soon be at war. 

 

  



Northern Germany will become Protestant. 

Southern Germany, Austria, and Italy will stay Catholic. 

Spain will stay Catholic.  

England will become Protestant. 

France will stay Catholic but support Protestants.  

It’s gonna get complicated!  



  



 Review 

 

Why were Europeans unhappy with the Catholic 

Church? 

 

What exactly is the reformation? 

 

Who is Luther? 

 

Who is Calvin? 

  



 

 

Videos (For students who finish early! Good job!) 

 

Watch the video 95 theses: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dt5AJr0wls0 

 

Watch the funny video Cash my Sin: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=un2qxIlqLP8 

 

Watch Reluctant Revolutionary: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ni1gupkGAW0 


