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Picture Walk 

Look at the pictures and maps above. What kind of things 

do you think we’ll be reading about in this unit?  



 

The colors = colonization 

 



Complete 

1.  What countries control much of the world in 1914? 

2.  What continent is almost totally colonized?  



If you look at the map, France and England control much 

of the world. But even small countries like Portugal have 

colonies. And non-European countries like the USA and 

Japan have colonies. This is a race to dominate the world. 

This time period is called the Age of Imperialism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



England is the best example of an imperialist power.  

 

 

 

 

England controls India in the 1700s. But India isn’t a part of 

the British Empire until later.  It is sort of under the control 

of the East Indian Company, a British Company. 

  



 

Why isn’t India a part of the British Empire? What were 

the British doing in India? 

 

Growing tea… 

 



It’s not the British. It’s British companies that is in India. 

They are making lots of money growing tea and selling it in 

England. It’s the East India Company. 

 

Why did the Indians let them stay there? Imperialism 

works by making connections. The British made 

connections with important Indian people. They gave 

them good jobs in the company and a chance to make a lot 

of money. So, the rich Indians usually side with the British.  

 

 



Rewrite 

1. Our story starts in Africa. 

2. India is controlled by the British Government. 

3. The East India Company grows coffee. 

4. No Indians sided with the British companies.  



Not everyone is happy. There is a rebellion. It’s called the 

Sepoy Rebellion. Some Indians start a rumor that the 

British are using pork fat in their bullet cases. This makes 

Muslims angry. Some other Indians start a rumor that the 

British are using cow fat in their bullet cases. This makes 

Hindus angry.  

  



The Sepoys are soldiers that used to protect the British. 

But when they attack the people from the British company, 

the Queen of England sends in British soldiers. 

  



The British soldiers have better technology like machine 

guns. They beat the Indians. The Age of Imperialism starts. 

India is divided up into little districts. Each district is part of 

British India. The Queen of England becomes the Emperor 

of India.   

   



Rewrite 

1.  The Indians never rebel against the British East India 

Company. 

2.  The Sepoy Rebellion happens because of rumors about 

dog and cat fat in weapons. 

3.  The Sepoys win their rebellion. 

 

Fill in 

1. There is a _____________ rebellion. 

1.  India becomes part of the new British __________.  

 



British India made a lot of $$$$$$$$$ for the British. They 

could sell the tea in England. They made rubber 

plantations in the tropical part of India. They used the 

rubber for new vehicles.  

 

 

 

 

This is the time of Industrialization. England is building lots 

of factories and it needs the raw materials. But economics 

doesn’t explain why Europe takes over the world? 



Why does Europe take over Africa? Why do little countries 

like Portugal make colonies in Africa? It doesn’t make 

sense.  

 

 

 

 

When we look at the economic data, we see that colonies 

are expensive to maintain. Germany is the fastest growing 

economic power in Europe. They don’t have a lot of 

colonies. 



The reason is nationalism. Europeans are proud of their 

Empires. The more territory they control, the stronger 

they feel they are. It becomes an obsession. They want 

more and more of the world. They even compete to get 

territory in Antarctica, which is all snow and ice. 

  



Fill in  

1.  India supports British industry with products like 

_______ and _________. 

2. __________ is the fastest industrializing European 

country, but they don’t have colonies. 

3.  The main cause of imperialism is _______________, 

which makes Europeans want to conquer the world. 

4.  Europeans even try to claim _____________, which is 

all ice and snow.   



But this sounds kind of silly. People think with their wallets. 

They make economically rational decisions.  Not always! 

 

 

Imperialism happens when nationalism is strong. The 

Enlightenment is over. People don’t feel like democracy 

can save the world. The revolutions have failed. Instead, 

they become interested in a new idea that comes from 

science. The idea starts with Charles Darwin. 

 

 



Charles Darwin is a scientist. He didn’t study people. He 

studied birds called finches. But his theory is based on one 

idea: Survival of the Fittest. It’s way more complicated 

than this, but regular people understand it like this: 

“In Life, only the Strong Survive!” 

 

 



This happens around the same time when Europeans are   

getting “Romantic.” I’m not talking Romantic like Mr. and 

Mrs. Elias go out on a date, kissy kissy, hubba hubba. 

Romantic is a kind of cultural movement. Romantic culture 

is over-the-top, mythical, and emotion. Romantic painters, 

for example, don’t want to show humans realistically. They 

want to show humans and nature as total bad asses. 

Romantics make myths.  

 

 

Look below. It’s Delacroix mythologizing the French people.  



  



Romantics loved the make myths about nations. When I 

say nations, I mean people. Like the “German nation” is all 

German-speaking people.  If I’m German, how do I 

understand my nation? Well, I think about my language. 

But I also think about myself in opposition to other people. 

 

So, I’m German because I’m not French.  

I’m German, I like beer NOT wine; I’m tougher than the 

French; I’m a better worker than the French! I’m proud to 

be German.  

 



Rewrite 

1.  Marxism is the biggest cause of European imperialism. 

2. The scientific movement that promoted imperialism are 

the ideas of Isaac Newton. 

3. Darwin says that “Everyone should get along in the 

Animal Kingdom.” 

4.  Romanticism means creating legends or stories about 

national origins. 

5.  Romantic work is scientific and rational. 

6.  Part of Romantic myths are saying everyone is equal. 

  



People understand Empires and imperialism as proof they 

are strong. They understand imperialism as: “Only the 

Strong Survive.” So, they divide up the world.  In 1914, 

Europeans control all Africa except Ethiopia and Liberia. 

 

 

Complete 

1. Europeans understand Darwinism and Romanticism as 

proof that they should do what to the world? 

 

 



This is called the Scramble for Africa. France and England 

dominate. European countries divide up Africa. Everyone 

gets in on it. Even the small country of Belgium; actually, 

Belgium has the reputation for torture and cruelty. 

 



 

 



  



Complete 

1.  What countries “scramble for Africa”? 

2.  What countries control the most? (Look in the reading 

and the map) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Belgium is famous for rubber atrocities in the Congo. They 

cut off people’s limbs who refuse to work. 

 

 

Complete 

1.  What country is famous for atrocities in Congo? 



England can build a railroad from Cape Town in South 

Africa to Cairo in Egypt. They want colonies because of the 

national pride. And the raw materials. Africa is filled with 

diamonds and gold. The climate is good for growing coffee, 

chocolate, sugar, and rubber.  

 

Complete 

1. What are some raw materials from Africa? 

2. What country can build a big railroad? 

 

  



The raw materials are needed for England’s domestic 

market.  This is another way of saying that the British take 

the raw materials back to England and use them. The new 

colonies are also good consumers. They buy the 

manufactured goods from the British.  

 

 

Rewrite 

1. England sends its raw materials to India. 

2. England sells its manufactured goods in England. 

 



The same goes with France. The French have colonies in 

West Africa, all across Southeast Asia (Vietnam), and in the 

Pacific Island. France isn’t even all that powerful anymore. 

How can the Europeans do this to other people? Don’t 

they fight back? 

 

Complete 

1. What areas do the French control?  



The way Europeans are able to make Empires has to do 

with Guns, Germs, and Steel (again).  Guns is obvious: The 

Europeans develop the machine gun. In the early 1800s, 

everyone had the same technology. But later, the 

Europeans invented better guns. The Italians try to take 

over Ethiopia in the early 1800s, but the Ethiopians have 

the same weapons as them. The Ethiopians wins. The 

Italians come back later with guns and tanks.  The Italians 

win. 

 



When the British come to Africa with machine guns and 

railroads, it is a different story. No Africans or Asians have 

the same technology. 

  



Rewrite 

1. New technologies like the bazooka help Europeans take 

over Africa. 

2.  The British try to take over Ethiopia without advanced 

weapons and lose. 

 

Complete 

1. How does technology encourage imperialism? 

  



Germs is also obvious. We’ll talk about Joel Goddot’s 

country now. Many Europeans try to set up companies in 

the Congo, but they die of disease. It is hot and there is 

malaria. Malaria is a disease that makes you very sick. But 

there are many medical discoveries in the Age of 

Imperialism that help stop disease. They discover quinine, 

for example, that helps with Malaria.  

  



 

The famous drink Gin and Tonic comes from the Imperial 

Age because Tonic Water has quinine. Take your medicine!  



Fill in 

1. The Europeans had problems with African and Asian 

___________, which made them sick. 

2.  New discoveries in ______________ let Europeans stay 

in Africa and Asia without getting sick. 

3.  The Gin and Tonic is from the Imperial Age because 

Tonic Water has ____________, which is medicine.  



But Steel is the most important. Steel = new ways of 

transportation. Steel is the metal that is made from Iron in 

the Bessemer Process (Google it).  Europeans can make 

railroads across Africa. They don’t need horses, which are 

slow and die of diseases. They can transport things fast in 

steamships. They can build European-style bases deep in 

other  places. 

  



Fill in 

1. Steel is important for new ways of _____________. 

2. Two new methods of transportation are the 

______________ and the ______________. 

3. Steel lets Europeans build new, solid ___________ 

deep in Africa.  



So, is it Europeans versus Africans? White versus Black and 

Brown? No. Not at all. The Europeans need the help of 

local people. Many Africans and Indians get very rich from 

Imperialism. Some of them welcome the Europeans. They 

want their technology and the global markets. Some get 

machine guns from the Europeans that they can use on 

their enemies.  

True/False 

1. Imperialism is All Whites versus All Colonized Peoples 

2. Africans and Indians get nothing from Imperialism. 

 

 



They didn’t all welcome the Europeans. There are early 

nationalist movements in Africa, Asia, and India. I 

mentioned the Sepoy movement above. The Zulu people 

in South Africa keep winning against the British. It takes 

the British a long time to control them. 

 

 



Fill In 

1. One example of resistance is the ________________ 

mutiny in India. 

2. One example of resistance is the ________________  

people in Africa. 

 

True/False 

1. All Africans and Indians are against imperialism. 

2. No Africans and Indians support imperialism.  

  

 



So, let’s summarize Imperialism! 

 

1. Nationalism and industrialization motivated European 

nations to compete for colonial possessions.  

-- 

Europeans wanted colonies for nationalist reasons. They 

wanted to be the strongest in the world. They also fueled 

their growing economies with raw materials from Africa. 

 

 

 



 

 

2. European economic, military, and political power forced 

colonized countries to trade on European terms.  

-- 

Europeans had guns, germs, and steel, so they can force 

the Africans to do what they want if they don’t agree.  

 

 

 

 



 

3. Industrially produced goods flooded colonial markets 

and displaced their traditional industries.  

-- 

New goods from Europe came to Africa and Asia. People 

wanted them. This made them sort of like imperialism, 

because there are new goods and opportunities. 

 

It destroys the traditional economies, like if you are a 

mango farmer, you quit your job and go work in a 

plantation.  



4. Colonized peoples resisted European domination and 

responded in diverse ways to Western influences. 

-- 

There are ways people resisted Europeans. Resisting 

means fighting back. 

 

We talked about the Sepoys in India. They fight back 

against the British. There are big rebellions in Morocco, 

Ethiopia, and Somalia. Ethiopia is never taken over until 

Italy conquers it in World War II.  

 



In your journals, copy each of the 

summaries about Imperialism down. Create 

a drawing that will help you remember.   



True/False 

1.  Colonial people had no way to resist European 

Imperialism.  

2.  One example of resistance is the Sepoy mutinity. 

3.  Colonies welcomed industrial goods, even though it 

affected their traditional economy. 

4.  Imperialism is good for traditional economy. 

5.  Europeans generally made fair or just deals with 

colonized people. 

6.  Nationalism and competition are major reasons for 

imperialism. 



  



The chart shows how France and England dominate the 

world. But it’s not really true. The British or French don’t 

have total control of all these places. It’s impossible and 

too expensive! 

 

The British invents something called a Protectorate to 

make it easier. The British invite other countries to 

become British Protectorates. These countries keep their 

government, but they are now part of the British Empire 

and the British Queen is their leader.    



  



Bahrain, Kuwait, and Qatar are protectorates. So is part of 

Somalia. Even Egypt becomes a British protectorate for a 

while. But they have a revolution. England doesn’t want a 

big war so they give Egypt independence. Yay Ahmed 

Shilaly! Both Egypt and England take over Sudan. Boo Dr. 

Khalil! Sudan becomes a British-Egyptian protectorate. 

  



 

Rewrite 

1. Imperialism is cheap to maintain. 

2. The British invent a new system called sphere of 

influence to control other countries. 

3. Some examples of British protectorates include USA and 

Canada in the Middle East. 

4. Sudan has a revolution and kicks out the British. 

5. Egypt and England make a colony called Anglo-Egyptian 

Sudan.  



The British want to keep a good relationship with Egypt 

because of this Suez Canal. This canal connects the East 

and West. In the early 1800s, England helps build it with 

an Egyptian guy. But the Egyptian spends all of his money 

and needs some cash fast! England gives him the cash, but 

he gives up his part of the canal. So, England owns it! See: 

Imperialism has a lot to do with African leaders making 

bad decisions. Does this sound familiar Joel Goddot?   

Rewrite 

1. The British acquire the Panama Canal. 

2.  They start as partners with a French guy but he makes 

bad decisions. 



Next BFU we will look at imperialism in Asia and the 

connection with industrialization. The USA gets in the 

action here, too. But let’s go way back in time to the 

French Revolution. We’re not going to talk about 

Robespierre or Napoleon or any important French dude. 

Let’s talk about your typical poor French farmer. We’ll call 

him Benito Mouton. 

  



Benito Mouton is a French farmer. He hears all these great 

things are going to happen during the French Revolution. 

He hears that there is going to be democracy. But that all 

goes to hell! He goes to war with Napoleon and his dreams 

of democracy don’t happen. His son, Juan Mouton, moves 

from the farm. He hears about good jobs in the big city of 

Paris. He works in a factory. Every night he goes to drink 

some wine and listen to music. He hears about this new 

thing called Marxism, where all the factory workers take 

over the factories. They kick out the owner and share 

things equally. He gets excited. 

  



Complete 

1. What is Benito Mouton sad about? 

2. What is Juan Mouton excited about? 

3. What happens in a Marxist Revolution?  



Juan Mouton is a simple guy. He just wants something 

more out of life. This Marxist revolution is complicated. He 

hears about the French Army in Africa. He can join the 

French Army, kick some butt, see the world, and if he’s 

lucky, maybe he can get some land in Algeria… start a 

farm… make some Africans work for him. 

 

Complete 

1. Why does Juan Mouton want to go to Africa?  



Juan is proud. He is a white guy. Only the strong survive, 

and Europeans are strong. And French are the strongest 

Europeans. All of the sudden he loves being French. 

 

Complete 

1.  How does Juan Mouton become nationalist?  



He sees pictures of Africa. He hears stories. You can get 

rich there.  So he goes to Sudan. While he’s in Sudan, his 

army meets another bunch of white guys. They are British.  

Juan isn’t about to let some British think they’re the best. 

There is almost a war. What are they fighting about? Some 

small village where Dr. Khalil’s great-grandfather lives.  

 

 Complete 

1. How does Juan Mouton see competition in the Sudan? 

 

 



Imperialism happens because the real economic changes 

like industrialization. But the biggest cause is competition. 

Romantic stories, in this case, have a bigger effect than the 

realities. The optimism of the Enlightenment changes to a 

more violent optimism of the Age of Imperialism. Does it 

surprise you, then, that Germany is so happy to go to war 

in 1914? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 
Imperialism in Asia 

 

 



 



Review 

 

1. What two European countries control most of the world? 

 

2. What country in Africa wasn’t colonized? 

 

3. Who controlled India, Egypt, and South Africa? 

 

4. Who controlled West Africa and Indo-China? 

  



The Age of Imperialism is from the late 1800s through World War I. It 

actually causes World War I because of competition through colonies. 

Remember, Germany says “we don’t have so many colonies in Africa, 

but we will make Europe our colonies.” (We’ll cover this next!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fill in 

Bismarck has no colonies in Africa, so he will make ___________ one 

big colony. 



The main causes of imperialism are nationalism and industrialization. 

 

 

COMPETITION 

MILITARISM 

WORLD WAR I and II 



England now has factories that make products faster and faster. They 

need raw materials like rubber, sugar, and tea. Rubber grows well in 

Africa and Asia; so does tea and sugar.  

 

They are making new products, and they need places to sell them. 

Imperialism opened new markets for Europeans.  

 

They have new technology like machine guns, steam ships, and 

railroads.  They have new medicine.  Technology let them beat African 

and Asian armies. 

  



  



The English are the first imperialists. It starts with the East India 

Company in India. Some Indians try to kick them out, and England 

comes with its army and makes India a colony. 

 

England didn’t always make colonies. Sometimes it was easier to make 

protectorates. They did this with Egypt. The Egyptian leader swears to 

obey the British. England swears to protect him. 

 

England takes control of the Suez Canal, so they control trade in the 

entire Eastern Hemisphere. 

  



Fill in  

1. One reason the Europeans take over Africa and Asia is superior 

_________________, like weapons and transportation. 

2.  The country that leads imperialism is __________________. 

3. Imperialism in India starts with the company called 

_______________________________. 

4. Egypt is a __________________ of Egypt. 

5. England controls the __________________, which helps them 

dominate commerce. 

 

  



Imperialism increases with nationalism and the changes in the 1800s. 

Democracy fails in the French Revolutions, then it fails again in the 

1848 revolutions, and people start to get excited about Karl Marx and 

his new ideas. Karl Marx says the future is a revolution of poor people: 

farmers and workers. But they hear about the chance to go to another 

country and live like kings, so they join the army.   

  



There is some resistance to imperialism. In India, there is a nationalist 

uprising called the Sepoy Mutiny. But the British stop it. Today we will 

learn about the Boxer Rebellion in China. 

   



Rewrite 

1. Karl Marx wants a democratic revolution. 

2. There was no resistance to imperialism in Europe. 

3. The Sepoy Mutiny and the Boxer Rebellion were in favor of 

imperialism. 

  



Not all Europeans supported imperialism. But many did because of 

scientific and religious ideas. The scientific idea is Social Darwinism. 

They believe that the “strongest survive” and the weak get colonized.  

 

Poor people = closer to the gorilla 



The religious reason has to do with the idea of noble savages. Savages 

are people who don’t have civilization; people who are backward and 

have no technology. Many Christians supported imperialism because 

they feel like they can bring Christianity to the African and Asian 

people. Even though there is Christianity in Africa and Asia before 

imperialism, it becomes very European.    

 



  

Complete 

1. What are these people doing in Africa?  

2.  What was the religious reason for imperialism? 

  



So, like we see in the video, it’s not just Europe that chooses 

imperialism. The Japanese become major imperialists. They become so 

imperialist that they take over big parts of China. They torture the 

Chinese in World War II. Chinese people still hate Japanese people for 

this.  

 

This is the EMPIRE OF THE SUN!  



The Japanese also attack the USA. They bomb Pearl Harbor. They start 

a fight with the biggest country in the world. Why? They wanted to 

expand into the Pacific. They only had enough oil for a short war. So, 

they figure, maybe we should just attack them and see if we can win 

the war fast. 

  



Rewrite 

1. China is the biggest imperial power in Asia. 

2. Japan starts a fight with Germany when it bombs Pearl Harbor. 

3. Japanese people are not imperialists in China. 

4. Japan attacks the USA because Japan is bigger than the USA. 

 

Complete 

1. What is the major imperialist power from Asia?   



But let’s not go too far in the future. Let’s ask the question: How did 

the tiny little island become the big imperialist power in Asia? 

Shouldn’t it be China? 

 

China is big! They have a Great Wall! There are more Chinese than 

anyone else. 



  



China is the most powerful country in the world for most of history. 

We don’t talk about it in history because we like to talk about 

ourselves, but China always has the best economy. But the 1800s in 

China is seen as the worst 100 years in their history. Here’s what 

happens: 

 

 

True/False 

1. China is backward and poor for most of its history. 

2. China has a bad economy for most of history. 

3. Japan is always the most powerful country in Asia.  



China during the 1500s is a leader in trade. They try to control trade in 

little neighborhoods called foreign enclaves. The Emperor tries to 

control trade and keep the Europeans in these neighborhoods. 

 

But at least China is more open than Japan. Japan doesn’t want any 

contact with Europeans. They want isolationism. 

 

Complete 

1. China wants to restrict trade to ______________________. 

2. Japan’s policy is known as __________________. 

3. What is the major difference between China and Japan? 

  



Anyway, the British take over India. There is no more Mughal Empire. 

There is British India. The British always want to do business in China. 

Now they have their chance. They grow a lot of opium in India and 

send it to China. Opium is a drug like heroin that you smoke. The 

Chinese people really like it and get addicted. 

 



 

  



The Emperors of China are called the Manchus. The Manchus try to 

make opium illegal. The British say: “That’s not fair. That’s not good 

business.” They attack the Chinese and burn a lot of their cities down.  

 

 

Oh yeah, the British East India Company is involved in this one… 

 



They make the Manchus sign a treaty. The treaty gives British people 

all sorts of rights in China, like they can trade whatever they want, 

they can’t get in trouble for crimes, they can beat their Chinese 

workers, etc. 

This is the end of the problems, right? They make peace. Everybody’s 

happy. No! Remember survival of the fittest. 

 



The Americans and French do the same thing. They beat China and 

make them sign a treaty. 

Now all these Europeans and Americans are in China. They can’t make 

it a colony because it’s too big and too rich. They could fight about it—

but they decide something else. 

 

Rewrite 

1. The British don’t want free trade with China. 

2. The British are against Opium in China. 

3. The Emperor supports the British and the Opium trade. 

4. After the Opium Wars, China regains its respect. 

 



You can see what they did in this picture. 

 

They divide China into spheres of influence. These are areas where the 

Europeans and Americans control. They are like protectorates, but the 

Europeans aren’t too interested in ruling China. They just want to 

trade and make money. 



Complete 

1. What do the colors represent in the map above? 

 

2.  What countries have spheres of influence in China?  



But wait? How is Japan involved?  

 

 

In the 1850s, the USA keeps trying to push Japan into “opening its 

doors.” They want to trade with Japan. Finally, they send Admiral 

Matthew Perry to Japan with a big warship. They say: “open up your 

country or else we will kill you.” 

  



 

This is Mathew Perry’s ship. It scared Japan. It scared them to find 

some way to industrialize, modernize, and nationalize…. And kick 

some butt!  



Rewrite 

1. The Japanese policy before Mathew Perry was integrationism. 

 

Fill in 

2. After Mathew Perry, the Japanese changed by ______________. 

 

Complete 

1. What country was Mathew Perry from?  



Japan, at this time, is ruled by corrupt gangs of tough guys. They have 

a revolution and kick out the corrupt guys. They start to industrialize 

and modernize. They build a great army and start to take over nearby 

islands. They even beat Russia in a war. Europeans are shocked! Who 

are these Japanese? In many ways, the Japanese are like the Germans 

– Blood and Iron!  And guess who becomes allies in World War II? 

The Japanese and the Germans! 

  



 

Russo-Japanese War 

 

  



Japan takes over parts of China and the Korean peninsula. The Chinese 

are humiliated.  

 

 

Complete 

1. What European country does Japan beat in war? 

 

2  What part of Asia (China, Korea, Japan) does Japan take over? 

  



They see the Japanese as inferior. They see them as copycats and 

losers. The language of Japan: comes from China. The architecture of 

Japan: taken from China.  They can’t believe they beat them in a war. 

 

 

Complete 

1.  China is angry at Japan because ____________________________. 

2.  What does this mean? “Japan is inferior.” 



When Japan beats China, there is a huge resistance movement. 

The resistance movement is called the Boxer Rebellion. Many regular 

Chinese people start attacking Europeans and Americans in China. 

They also hate the Manchu Emperor. 

  



So, there is a movement in China called the Boxer Rebellion. It is a 

resistance movement. The Boxers are regular Chinese people who 

don’t like imperialism and they really don’t like the Manchu Emperor. 

They kill a lot of people, including Europeans and Americans. The 

Chinese Emperor is forced to ask the Europeans for help. They help 

him, so the Emperor owes even more to Europeans. 

 

 



Rewrite 

1. The Chinese are happy with European imperialism. 

2. The Chinese are happy with Manchu Emperors. 

3. The Boxer Rebellion targets local businesses. 

4. The Chinese Emperor makes peace with the Boxer Rebellion. 

5. The Boxer Rebellion ends up giving more power to the Chinese. 

 

Complete 

1. How does the Boxer Rebellion give more power to Euorpeans?  



So, Japan is growing and growing. And China is humiliated and divided. 

This sets up World War II in Japan and the Chinese Communist 

Revolution in China.  How? Japan will get more aggressive and start 

World War II with the USA. China will get more humiliated and have a 

big revolution! 

 

This is Mao Tse Tung. You will meet him later.. 

  

  



The Japanese expand. They want to get the Philippines Islands from 

the USA. They want to get the Europeans out of China. They want to 

make Asia fully under the Japanese sphere of influence. But wait? 

What is the USA doing in Asia? 

 

 

Complete 

1. The Japanese want to expand their sphere of influence in what 

continent? 

 

2. The Japanese will have a conflict with what country?  



The USA experiments with imperialism, too. They beat Spain in a war 

and take Cuba and the Philippine islands. But the Americans are more 

motivated by money than anything else. They let the businesses go 

first and if the businesses have any problems, then the army comes. 

The Monroe Doctrine is expanded. 

 

 

 

Review 

1. The Monroe Doctrine says the USA protects democracy in what part 

of the world? The ___________ Hemisphere 

  



The Monroe Doctrine originally says: “The Western Hemisphere 

should be safe for democracy.” But it comes to mean: “The Western 

Hemisphere should be safe for US business.” 

 



 

Teddy Roosevelt said “Speak softly and carry a big stick.” This means, 

if someone messes with you, don’t talk. Take Action! 

  



True / False 

 

1. The USA doesn’t get involved with Imperialism. 

2. The US imperialist adventures include Cuba and Philippines. 

3. The Monroe Doctrine changes to protect US Businesses. 

 

Complete 

1. How does US imperialism protect business?   



So, this is the world in 1917: 

-England controls much of Africa. They have a big colony in India. They 

have divided China into spheres of influence. 

-France controls much of Africa. They have a colony in Vietnam called 

French Indochina. They are also in China.  

-The USA has a few “territories” like the Philippines and Cuba. They 

are more interested in money. 

-China is humiliated. Japan is expanding and expanding. 

-Germany and Italy arrive to the party late. They don’t have many 

colonies.  

-The Middle East is divided into the Mandate System between England 

and France. 

 



Summary Rewrite 

1. The USA takes over Venezuela and Colombia. 

2. France owns India. 

3. England takes over West Africa and Indochina. 

4. The two biggest imperialists are Germany and France. 

5. Germany and Italy have many colonies. 

6. The 1800s is a great century for China. 

7. The great imperial power in Asia is China. 

8. Japan comes in conflict with Germany.



 Summarize 

1. Two movements that resist imperialism are _________________  in 

China and ____________________ in India. 

2. The 1800s is humiliating in China because 

_________________________________________________________. 

3. China loses the _________________ Wars to England. 

4. China is divided into  ______________ of influence. 

5. The USA wins the territories of ________________ and 

______________. 

6. Imperialism leads to __________________ and also World War II. 

 

 



 

 


