
Christian versus Christian  

 

 



The princes in Northern Germany had converted to 

Protestantism. The authority of the Pope was over. 

 

Southern Germany, Austria, and Italy remained 

Catholic. They were the Holy Roman Empire, or HRE. 

The Habsburg family ruled them. They respected the 

pope. 

  



But the most powerful empire in Europe was Spain. 

And Spain stayed Catholic. Spain joined with the 

Habsburgs. And so the Counter-Reformation started 

in Spain and Italy. 

 

Rewrite 

Northern Germany remained Catholic. 

 

Austria, Spain, and Italy followed the Protestants. 

 

Catholics respected the authority of the pope.  



Counter means against. The Counter-Reformation 

happened in Spain and the HRE. First, they called 

together all the priests at the Council of Trent. The 

priests reaffirmed (agreed) that Catholicism was 

correct and there was no need to change doctrines. 

 

Complete 

1. What happened at the Council of Trent? 

2. What did the priests reaffirm? 

3. What is the counter-reformation against? 

 



Then, they formed an army. It was an army of scholars, 

or religious thinkers. These were the Jesuits, called the 

society of Jesus. They spread the word that 

Catholicism was correct. They were aggressive. They 

were especially aggressive in Latin America. This is 

why Spanish America was so Catholic until recently. 

 

Rewrite 

The Jesuits were an army of soldiers. 

 

The Jesuits supported Protestantism. 

  



Finally, they used violence. They formed a group of 

religious thugs called the Inquisition. These “courts” 

were in charge of torturing people who weren’t 

Catholic. They mostly killed Jews and Muslims in Spain. 

But they also went after Protestants. 

 

Rewrite 

The Inquisition were courts that defended 

Protestantism. 

 

The Inquisition never used torture on Jews, Muslims, 

and Protestants.  



The Counter-Reformation versus the Reformation 

caused religious wars. The war is called the 30 Years 

War. The 30 Years War was between Protestants and 

Catholics. 

 

Complete 

1. What was the war between Catholics and 

Protestants called? 

 

2. Who fought in the 30 Years War? 

 



Spain and the HRE fights Northern Germany and the 

Protestants in the 30 Years War. At first, it seems like 

it’s Protestant versus Catholic. But France steps in and 

fights for the Protestants. Why? 

  



France was mostly Catholic. There were some 

Protestants in France called Huguenots. Remember: 

French Protestants are called Huguenots. But the King 

and rich people of France were Catholic. Why didn’t 

they join the HRE and Spain? 

 

Rewrite 

Spain fights England in the 30 Years War. 

France was mostly Protestant. 

Huguenots were Catholics.  



French people are more political than religious. They 

love their religion, but they love being French more. 

So, the French supported the Protestants. The French 

royal family was called the Bourbons. They hated the 

Habsburgs, even if they were the same religion. 

 

Complete 

Who did France end up supporting in the war? 

What is the name of the Royal family of France? 

What is the name of the Catholic family who the 

Bourbons hated? 

 



The man who led France wasn’t a king but was a 

Cardinal. His name was Cardinal Richelieu. He was 

Catholic but he didn’t want France to kiss Habsburg 

butt, so he fought with the Protestants. The 

Protestants eventually own. 



  



France was always more tolerant than the other 

countries. They gave freedom to the Protestant 

Huguenots in the Edict of Nantes. They later got rid of 

this edict, and Huguenots came mostly to England 

and America. 

 

Rewrite 

 

Who led France during the 30 Years War? 

 

What did the Edict of Nantes do? 



But what about England? In England, the story is a 

little bit like a soap opera. There was a king called 

Henry VIII. He really wanted to have a son. He married 

a nice Catholic girl from Spain who couldn’t give him 

a son. And… he couldn’t get a divorce. 

  



Catholicism didn’t allow divorce for no reason. So, 

Henry VIII saw he had a good opportunity with the 

growing Protestant movement.  He could break away 

from the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church. Then 

he could divorce his old Spanish wife and marry a hot 

young English lady. Then, he’d get his son. 

 

Rewrite 

Henry VIII is King of France 

Henry VIII loved his Spanish wife. 

The Roman Catholic Church allowed divorce 

Henry VIII wanted a daughter more than anything 



Henry VIII broke from the Catholic Church. He 

rejected the authority of the Pope. He started his own 

religion called Anglicanism. He made himself head of 

the church and took over all the church property and 

money. To this day, the king or queen is the head of 

the Church of England. 

 

Complete 

What did Henry VIII think of the pope? 

 

What is the name of the new religion that he started? 

  



Henry VIII married woman after woman. He never got 

his boy. He did get a girl, Elizabeth, who would 

become the greatest monarch of England, ever. He 

beheaded all his wives, by the way. 

 

Queen Elizabeth was the head of the Anglican Church. 

But she is better known for being a master at 

mercantilism. She supported the colonies in America. 

She challenged Spain, which was the strongest power.  

Spain was still angry that Henry divorced a Spanish 

lady. 

 



  



England beat Spain in the Battle of the Spanish 

Armada. England became the top naval power in 

Europe. 

 

Complete 

Who took over England after Henry VIII? 

Which country did Elizabeth challenge? 

Elizabeth became head of what church? 

England defeated Spain in what battle?  



England also became a great place for dissenters. 

Remember: dissenters are people who go against the 

Catholic Church. England welcomed these people, like 

the Puritans. These Puritans are religious fanatics who 

eventually became the first English people in America.  

They hate sex, which is why American television is so 

boring. Even the Huguenots went to England. 

  



 

Complete 

Who are the Puritans? 

 

Why are the Puritans famous? 

 

What is a dissenter? Where did they go?  



I hope you’re not confused. Just to summarize: 

 The Counter-Reformation was the Catholic 

movement against Protestants. It caused a lot of 

wars. 

 The biggest war was the 30 Years War. It started 

as religious—Catholic versus Protestant. 

 It ended up being political, because France hated 

the Habsburgs and joined with the Protestants. 

 England became Protestant because Henry VIII 

wanted a divorce. But, they later became the 

biggest enemies of Catholic Spain. 

 Europe slowly calms down… 



  



 

  



.  

   

 Complete 

 

1. Who sponsored most of the art during the 

Renaissance? 

   

2.  What is a patron? 

  



  



 


