
 

Intellectual Causes of the American Revolution: 

 

Declaration of Independence & Common Sense 

                                            
 



 

  



Complete (This is review. Refer back to other BFUs) 

 

1. One example of self-government in New England is ___________________. 

2. One example of self-government in Virginia is _____________________. 

3. The religious movement called the _______________________ caused 

Americans to feel separate from Europe. 

4. _______________  was an Enlightenment philosopher who influenced 

America. 

5. Life, liberty, and property are ______________________. 

6. In government, you enter into an agreement called the ________________ 

between ruler and people. 

7. If the consent of the governed is violated, the people can have a 

_________________. They can overthrow the government.   



Thomas Jefferson and Thomas Paine have the same name. Everyone now has 

heard of Thomas Jefferson; very few outside the USA know about Thomas 

Paine. These two men are connected to the Enlightenment ideas about natural 

rights, social contract, and consent of the governed. They are both responsible 

for making an argument. The argument was for American freedom from 

England.   

 

Complete 

1. Both Thomas Paine and Thomas Jefferson believe in _________________ 

ideas about natural rights. 

2. Thomas Paine and Thomas Jefferson made an _________________ for 

American independence. 

  



 

Here is their argument: 

-The leader of America is King George III of Britain.  

-He is a bad leader because he taxes the Americans without giving them 

representation.  

-He is not listening to the American complaints about “no taxation without 

representation.” 

-America has no choice but to have a revolution and start their own democracy. 

 

Complete 

1.  King George III is bad because ____________________. 

2.  America has no choice but to ___________________________. 

  



Now, here is the argument using Enlightenment ideas: 

Facts 
 

Enlightenment 

 
King George III a bad leader because 
he taxes the Americans without giving 
them representation.  
 

 
King George II is denying natural rights 
to the Americans. 

 
He is not listening to the American 
complaints about “no taxation without 
representation.” 
 

 
England has broken the “social 
contract.”  

 
America has no choice but to have a 
revolution and start their own 
democracy. 
 

 
Americans should not consent to be 
governed. They are justified in having 
a revolution. 



Opinion 

1. In the page above, underline the central Enlightenment ideas. These are the 

ideas of John Locke.  

 

2. Now, why do you think Americans needed to use Enlightenment ideas to 

have a revolution?  



Thomas Jefferson drafts these ideas into a letter to King George III. Of course, 

we are referring to the Declaration of Independence. It’s more like an essay.  

Here it is. It was signed on July 4th. Have you heard of July 4th? I bet you have! 

    

 

 

 

Can you circle the signatures? 

Can you put an arrow on the biggest 

signature? Whose name is it?  



The Declaration of Independence is like when your teacher tells you to prove 

something with citations. You can’t just write: I think Hitler is bad because he is 

not nice. You have to use evidence. 

                                                  

 

 



Thomas Jefferson uses evidence. He uses the ideas of John Locke and the 

Enlightenment. He puts it all together in the Declaration of Independence. 

American delegates from the Continental Congress sign it on July 4, 1776 in 

Philadelphia. This is the date we use for American Independence. 

 

Complete 

1. The Declaration of Independence is a ______________ to King George III. 

2. The Declaration of Independence uses the Enlightenment ideas of 

____________________. 

3. The Declaration of Independence is signed on __________________ in 

_________________.  



 

This is the beginning of the Declaration of Independence. Think about what he 

is referring to; he is referring to Natural Rights. 

Opinion  Circle the part where he talks about Natural Rights. 

  



“That to secure these rights, 

Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed.” 
Here Thomas Jefferson is referring to the social contract and the consent of the 

governed. He is claiming the power for the people of America.  

 

Opinion  Circle the part where he talks about the social contract. 

  



“That whenever any form of Government 

becomes destructive of those ends, it is the 

Right of the People to alter or abolish it… and 

to institute new Government.”   

Finally, Thomas Jefferson is saying that because the social contract is broken, 

Americans can have a revolution. They can start a new government.  

  

Opinion  

What words make you think that Thomas Jefferson is calling for a revolution? 

 



Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence for the King of 

England. But he really wrote it for other Europeans, especially the intellectuals 

and the leaders. He wanted support. He wanted Europe to support America 

against the British. The British were so powerful. The Continental Congress 

leaders didn’t want to be seen like a bunch of criminals. They wanted to be 

seen as Enlightenment people, even if they were having a violent revolution 

against their colonial fathers. So, the Declaration of Independence is kind of like 

when you feel like you are in trouble for no reason, so you prepare some 

arguments ahead of time. 

  



Rewrite 

1. The Declaration of Independence is written for the common people. 

 

2. The Declaration of Independence consists of arguments based on 

nationalistic ideas. 

 

3. Thomas Paine writes the Declaration of Independence for other Europeans, 

especially those sympathetic with the Enlightenment. 

 

4. The Declaration of Independence was written on July 14th 1776 for the 

Queen of France.  (2 errors)  



Now, let’s discuss Thomas Paine. 

 Actually, you probably don’t!  



Thomas Paine made the same arguments as Thomas Jefferson. He made the 

same Enlightenment arguments. But he made them to the American people. 

Not everyone supported war against England. There were many loyalists, who 

wanted to stay with England. There were even more neutrals, who didn’t take a 

side. Thomas Paine was writing to them. He was writing, also to the patriots, to 

get them excited, and he did so with Enlightenment ideas, in his book called 

Common Sense.  

 

Thomas Paine took the Enlightenment arguments and made them easy to 

understand. His book, “Common Sense,” takes these ideas of natural rights and 

makes them sound like Common Sense. He wants to convince Americans that 

independence is the only way!  

 

Revise 

  



 

Complete 

1.  Thomas Paine was similar to Thomas Jefferson because they both… 

 

2.  Thomas Paine wrote to _____________, _____________, and patriots. 

These three groups had different opinions about war with England. 



  

Opinion What times is Thomas Paine talking about here? 

  



 


