
 

Intellectual Causes of the American Revolution: 

 

Self-Government 

 
 



  



Intellectual means “ideas.” These are the ideas that made Americans feel it was 

a good idea to separate from the British. These are the ideas that made 

Americans seek independence. Americans sought independence from the 

British and King George III in the late 1700s. Having explored the immediate 

causes, we will now explore the intellectual causes. 

 

Revise   

 

Rewrite   

1. England wanted to separate from America in the late 1700s. 

2. Intellectual causes are the actions that made Americans feel separate. 

 

 



Self-Government is the first intellectual idea. It is actually quite simple: Self-

Government is the idea that the people who settle the colonies—the 

Americans—have a right to government themselves. So, self-government is an 

idea that begins with the first colonists. 

 

Complete 

 

1. Self-government is the idea that ___________________ have a right to 

govern themselves. 

 

2. The idea of self-government starts with ____________________.  



 

In New England, self-government is epitomized by the Puritans and their 

Mayflower Compact. Before they landed in America, the Puritans already had a 

document that they all signed like a Constitution. This document was the 

Mayflower Compact. The Puritan colonies adopted the ideas of direct 

democracy, where each man got a vote.   

 

Vocab epitomized 

 

Complete 

1. The Puritans developed their own constitution called the _______________. 

2. In direct democracy, each man  _________________________. 

 



In Virginia, self-government is evident in the House of Burgesses. This was a 

kind of representative democracy. Each man DID NOT get a vote; only the rich 

landowners did. However, they met together to govern themselves. 

 

Vocab evident 

 

Rewrite 

1.  In Virginia, the House of Burgesses became a kind of direct democracy. 

2.  Wealthy landowners vote in the House of Burgesses in New England. 

  



Rewrite 

1.  There were no intellectual causes of the American Revolution. 

 

2.  Self-government means that a foreign king or ruler is the basis of your 

government. 

 

3. The symbol of self-government in New England is the House of Burgesses. 

 

4. The symbol of self-government in Virginia is the Mayflower Compact. 



 


